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April 3rd, 1916 
Pr< Pa £.7 Claxton, 
Commissioner of @ducation, United States Bureau of @ducation, 
Department of Interior, Washington, D.C. 
Vy dear Dr. Claxton: 
Vy attention has just been caitled to 4a statement 
with regard to the University of Toronto which occurs on page 646 of 


Volume I of the Report of the Commissioner of fducation for the year 


ended June 30th, 1915. It refers to the attitude of the University 
of Toronto with regard to the present war, I regret very wuch to find 


4 Staverent which is at once faise and mischievous, though Jossit y the 
correspondent had no prejudice against the University. 
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Taintained an impartial attitude with respect to the strugsle it from 
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the very beginning took a decided and very strong at 
justice of our cause and as to our duty. At the opening of the session 
1 addressed the students in Convocation Pall setting before ther the 


iimediate causes of the present war and.ursime them to consider care={ 
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fuLiy what their duty was in respect to thése issues, 
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During the month of September, before the University 
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Opened, a group of the younger rei the staff undeftook drill and 


at the ovenind’g of the session 


were ready ,to become officers of an Officers Training COPDS aOR omcsdye 
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Siudenes which was immediately established, The students enthusiasti 


y jOined this 
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WaS soon recruited far over Strength, 


1500 being inspected by H.R.A. the Duke of Connaught in January, 1g 


for the varied activities in connection with vhe war | refer 


you to the copy of my report for the year ended June 30th, 1915, on 


An 8 ft Ate 


th ime a, Gane ; 
pages &, G, and 10. Since that time students have been leaving in 
large numbers and we have now fuily 2000 graduates and undergraduates 


On active service. 


establish a University Battalion, but we did not do so on the urgent 
advice of the military authorities at Ottawa and Toronto, it being 
thought that we could do better wilitary service by distributing the 
majority of our young wen as officers in other regiments. The result 
has been that we have staffed in mere or less degree a large number of 
regiments, but now we are instituting two distinct overseas companies 
bearing our own name in addition to ali that we have done. 

That any slur should be cast on the patriotism of the University 
of Toronto or its attitude on the present war is rost unjust, We have 


had no change of policy from the beginning to the present but 


unaquestionably, as in other Univer 
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feeling has been growing 
in volume and depth among the students AS its meaning has taken hoid 
upon them. 

I cannot but think that yeur-informant has been influenced 
by an unfortuhate occdrrence with regard to wy not being willing to 


redormend to the Board of Governors that three Gergan members of our 
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staff should be/summarily dismissed in response to newspaper opinion. 
is { ; thee : 
Taetiversity waite endeavouring to deal with British fair—play—in 
Ye, 


a_Matter—of—justice towards these men only foilowed the example of the 


rajority of British Universities that were simila 
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‘ly placed, but to 


ase such an incident as this for the purpose of casting a slur upon 
our general attitude with regard to the war is, a8 I said, both faise 


and pernicious. 
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I hope that you wili be able to have this corrected 


in some way. I have nothing at all to say in criticism of other 


Canadian Universities or in comparison of ours with theirs. Ve have 


a 


all endeavoured to do our duty in this pegard. 

I shall be glad to receive copies of the publications 
of the United States Bureau of @ducation. 

With kind personal regards, I an, 


Yours sincerely, 


LL 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF EDUCATION 


WASHINGTON Arlo > \.e.0:. 


Dr. Robert A. Falconer, 
President, University of Toronto, 
Toronto, Ontario, 
a Pe 
Voalflel lel. 


Education 
your letter, bearing date April 3, current, has been referred 
to mé on account of my personal responsibility for the state- 
ment in the Commissioner's annual Report relative to the 


University of Toronto. 
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to assure you that the s 


the Report, pp. 646-47, to which you take exception, was in- 
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tended in a spirit totally different from that which is attri- 


huted to it. The facts stated in the Canadian Annual Review 
for 1914, pp. 264-65, which gave the basis for the s 
to indicate a desire on the part of the Uni- 
versity to maintain its character as a center of rational 
judgements and moral ideals in the midst of personal controver- 
gies having no direct bearing upon the national welfare, a 
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el in that of many universities 


both in America and in Europe. The response of the University 
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of Toronto to the national call is stated briefly but émphati- 

rour Letter was received the statement 
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Milivary drill for use in the Commissioner's Report, th 


Is military drill required of students in your university; 


aya a oe aleve ae es “sabe hy ae gtk ay ea en Sw ie ae 
b €ncouraged among the students; what 
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if not required, is 
is your personal opinion as to the value of such training? 
A statement of the polic 


and of your personal opinion, would 
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greatiy appreciated and could be used in connection with the 
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ional Systems. 
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sénse in which it is here ex- 
eh opinion entertained in this office of the 
ronto has been repeatedly expréssed and atten- 


publicly called to its history and resources The account 
of the University given in the Commissioner's Report for 1910, 
es TAR a Shes Gel ysl Lee ae i ene a ie wy ayy + ym a , wih 4 + Aw is ii ae 
pp. 346-55, excited at the time an interest which is still 
reflected in inquiries received at this office, and this fact 
alone precludes the possibility of any disposition to discount 
either the animating spirit or scholastic standards of the in- 
stitution. 
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1G toe PLVoeeiu vLme tas Question 1e) MilLlvuary UPA LNiIng 
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United States, and for this reason it is intended to present 
statenents on the subject drawn fr the experience of foreign 


countries. 
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Orvance 


to the experience of Canada because of the similarity between 

its institutions and those of this country; hence the forthcoming 
Report will furnish opportunity for using portions of your 
letter, covering your personal address to the students, as stated 
by you, and the distinguished service that the University was 
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been made 


r by the supply of young men as officers in 

of the Province. It would seem that this 
correct any erroneous impression that may have 
statement of which you complain. 
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of Toronto with anv other, 
do cur duty in this awful crisis. 
ive copies of the pubLications 
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resident, 


iL 
ROSil Lite, 1916 
Niss A. Tolean Saitn, 
Pureau of @ducation, 

Departnent, of the Interior, Washington, D.C. 

Dea Ni Sipe 
I an giad to have your letter of Aprii &th. T wag 

giraid that coassibly some corresvondent from Toronto who had 4a prejudice 
adainst the Univarsity rich Hav Pave YOu O14 2 inforn vion, but If 
ay d4ud to know thet ch ig not tae « ‘ Tl au sure that you ara 
Starving 1” Vv SHeLy w Hh you say thar ther WAS 4 3ire on the 
part of % Univers Waintain ite character ae a centre of rational 
juidyents and vorai idjeais in the wigsi Ai COntroversies having 

Jirsci |t ae upe ‘ naAcT i weifare, but Ta raid that the 
eras a4er would consider the word * tral” in your report as 
Teaning that we tock a neutral attituds at th UGelOHIoeg as to the 
issues of the present war, which wae very different fi che actual case, 
T ar Sjiad to ae A ‘ hat it YOu Hex. repors apy erronscus if pression such 
as wight have been created in sore winds by the staterent will be reroved 
for thie ia certainly the first occasion in which as far as T know the 
University has had any cause whatever to corviain o} 4ny Staterent that 
has besn wade concerning it in the very full reports of the Poard of 
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